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1.

WAKE!FortheSun,whoscatter'dintoflight
TheStarsbeforehimfromtheFieldof Night,
DrivesNightalongwiththemfromHeav'n,andstrikes
TheSultan'sTurretwithaShaftof Light.


2.

Beforethephantomof Falsemorningdied,
MethoughtaVoicewithintheTaverncried,
"WhenalltheTempleispreparedwithin,
"WhynodsthedrowsyWorshiperoutside?"


3.

And,astheCockcrew,thosewhostoodbefore
TheTavernshouted--"OpenthentheDoor!
"Youknowhowlittlewhilewehavetostay,
And,oncedeparted,mayreturnnomore."


4.

NowtheNewYearrevivingoldDesires,
ThethoughtfulSoultoSolituderetires,
WheretheWHITEHANDOFMOSESontheBough
Putsout,andJesusfromtheGroundsuspires.


5.

IramindeedisgonewithallhisRose,
AndJamshyd'sSev'n-ring'dCupwherenooneknows;
ButstillaRubykindlesintheVine,
AndmanyaGardenbytheWaterblows.





6.

AndDavid'slipsarelockt;butindivine
High-pipingPehlevi,with"Wine!Wine!Wine!
"RedWine!"--theNightingalecriestotheRose
Thatsallowcheekof hersto'incarnadine.


7.

Come,filltheCup,andinthefireof Spring
YourWintergarmentof Repentancefling:
TheBirdof Timehasbutalittleway
Toflutter--andtheBirdisontheWing.


8.

WhetheratNaishapurorBabylon,
WhethertheCupwithsweetorbitterrun,
TheWineof Lifekeepsoozingdropbydrop,
TheLeavesof Lifekeepfallingonebyone.


9.

EachMornathousandRosesbrings,yousay:
Yes,butwhereleavestheRoseof Yesterday?
AndthisfirstSummermonththatbringstheRose
ShalltakeJamshydandKaikobadaway.


10.

Well,letittakethem!Whathavewetodo
WithKaikobadtheGreat,orKaikhosru?
LetZalandRustumblusterastheywill,
OrHatimcalltoSupper--heednotyou.


11.

Withmealongthestripof Herbagestrown
Thatjustdividesthedesertfromthesown,
Wherenameof SlaveandSultanisforgot--
AndPeacetoMahmudonhisgoldenThrone!





12.

ABookof VersesunderneaththeBough,
AJugof Wine,aLoaf of Bread--andThou
BesidemesingingintheWilderness--
Oh,WildernesswereParadiseenow!


13.

SomefortheGloriesof ThisWorld;andsome
SighfortheProphet'sParadisetocome;
Ah,taketheCash,andlettheCreditgo,
Norheedtherumbleof adistantDrum!


14.

LooktotheblowingRoseaboutus--"Lo,
Laughing,"shesays,"intotheworldIblow,
Atoncethesilkentasselof myPurse
Tear,anditsTreasureontheGardenthrow."


15.

AndthosewhohusbandedtheGoldengrain,
AndthosewhoflungittothewindslikeRain,
AliketonosuchaureateEarthareturn'd
As,buriedonce,Menwantdugupagain.


16.

TheWorldlyHopemensettheirHeartsupon
TurnsAshes--oritprospers;andanon,
LikeSnowupontheDesert'sdustyFace,
Lightingalittlehourortwo--isgone.


17.

Think,inthisbatter'dCaravanserai
WhosePortalsarealternateNightandDay,
HowSultanafterSultanwithhisPomp
AbodehisdestinedHour,andwenthisway.





18.

TheysaytheLionandtheLizardkeep
ThecourtswhereJamshydgloriedanddrankdeep:
AndBahram,thatgreatHunter--theWildAss
Stampso'erhisHead,butcannotbreakhisSleep.


19.

Isometimesthinkthatneverblowssored
TheRoseaswheresomeburiedCaesarbled;
ThateveryHyacinththeGardenwears
DroptinherLapfromsomeoncelovelyHead.


20.

AndthisrevivingHerbwhosetenderGreen
FledgestheRiver-Liponwhichwelean--
Ah,leanuponitlightly!forwhoknows
FromwhatoncelovelyLipitspringsunseen!


21.

Ah,myBeloved,filltheCupthatclears
TO-DAYof pastRegretsandfutureFears:
To-morrow--Why,To-morrowImaybe
Myself withYesterday'sSev'nthousandYears.


22.

Forsomeweloved,theloveliestandthebest
ThatfromhisVintagerollingTimehathprest,
HavedrunktheirCupaRoundortwobefore,
Andonebyonecreptsilentlytorest.


23.

Andwe,thatnowmakemerryintheRoom
Theyleft,andSummerdressesinnewbloom,
OurselvesmustwebeneaththeCouchof Earth
Descend--ourselvestomakeaCouch--forwhom?





24.

Ah,makethemostof whatweyetmayspend,
BeforewetoointotheDustdescend;
DustintoDust,andunderDusttolie,
SansWine,sansSong,sansSinger,and--sansEnd!


25.

AlikeforthosewhoforTO-DAYprepare,
AndthosethataftersomeTO-MORROWstare,
AMuezzinfromtheTowerof Darknesscries,
"Fools!yourRewardisneitherHerenorThere."


26.

Why,alltheSaintsandSageswhodiscuss'd
Of theTwoWorldssowisely--theyarethrust
LikefoolishProphetsforth;theirWordstoScorn
Arescatter'd,andtheirMouthsarestoptwithDust.


27.

Myself whenyoungdideagerlyfrequent
DoctorandSaint,andheardgreatargument
Aboutitandabout:butevermore
CameoutbythesamedoorwhereinIwent.


28.

Withthemtheseedof WisdomdidIsow,
Andwithmineownhandwroughttomakeitgrow;
AndthiswasalltheHarvestthatIreap'd--
"IcamelikeWater,andlikeWindIgo."


29.

IntothisUniverse,andWhynotknowing
NorWhence,likeWaterwilly-nillyflowing;
Andoutof it,asWindalongtheWaste,
IknownotWhither,willy-nillyblowing.





30.

What,withoutasking,hitherhurriedWhence?
And,withoutasking,Whitherhurriedhence!
Oh,manyaCupof thisforbiddenWine
Mustdrownthememoryof thatinsolence!


31.

UpfromEarth'sCenterthroughtheSeventhGate
Irose,andontheThroneof Saturnsate,
AndmanyaKnotunravel'dbytheRoad;
ButnottheMaster-knotof HumanFate.


32.

TherewastheDoortowhichIfoundnoKey;
TherewastheVeilthroughwhichImightnotsee:
Somelittletalkawhileof MEandTHEE
Therewas--andthennomoreof THEEandME.


33.

Earthcouldnotanswer;northeSeasthatmourn
InflowingPurple,of theirLordForlorn;
NorrollingHeaven,withallhisSignsreveal'd
Andhiddenbythesleeveof NightandMorn.


34.

Thenof theTHEEINMEwhoworksbehind
TheVeil,Iliftedupmyhandstofind
AlampamidtheDarkness;andIheard,
AsfromWithout--"THEMEWITHINTHEEBLIND!"


35.

ThentotheLipof thispoorearthenUrn
Ilean'd,theSecretof myLifetolearn:
AndLiptoLipitmurmur'd--"Whileyoulive,
"Drink!--for,oncedead,younevershallreturn."





36.

IthinktheVessel,thatwithfugitive
Articulationanswer'd,oncedidlive,
Anddrink;andAh!thepassiveLipIkiss'd,
HowmanyKissesmightittake--andgive!


37.

ForIrememberstoppingbytheway
TowatchaPotterthumpinghiswetClay:
Andwithitsall-obliteratedTongue
Itmurmur'd--"Gently,Brother,gently,pray!"


38.

AndhasnotsuchaStoryfromof Old
DownMan'ssuccessivegenerationsroll'd
Of suchaclodof saturatedEarth
CastbytheMakerintoHumanmold?


39.

AndnotadropthatfromourCupswethrow
ForEarthtodrinkof,butmaystealbelow
Toquenchthefireof AnguishinsomeEye
Therehidden--farbeneath,andlongago.


40.

AsthentheTulipforhermorningsup
Of Heav'nlyVintagefromthesoillooksup,
Doyoudevoutlydothelike,tillHeav'n
ToEarthinvertyou--likeanemptyCup.


41.

PerplextnomorewithHumanorDivine,
To-morrow'stangletothewindsresign,
Andloseyourfingersinthetressesof 
TheCypress-slenderMinisterof Wine.





42.

Andif theWineyoudrink,theLipyoupress,
EndinwhatAllbeginsandendsin--Yes;
ThinkthenyouareTO-DAYwhatYESTERDAY
Youwere--TO-MORROWyoushallnotbeless.


43.

SowhenthatAngelof thedarkerDrink
Atlastshallfindyoubytheriver-brink,
And,offeringhisCup,inviteyourSoul
ForthtoyourLipstoquaff--youshallnotshrink.


44.

Why,if theSoulcanflingtheDustaside,
AndnakedontheAirof Heavenride,
Were'tnotaShame--were'tnotaShameforhim
Inthisclaycarcasscrippledtoabide?


45.

'TisbutaTentwheretakeshisoneday'srest
ASultantotherealmof Deathaddrest;
TheSultanrises,andthedarkFerrash
Strikes,andpreparesitforanotherGuest.


46.

AndfearnotlestExistenceclosingyour
Account,andmine,shouldknowthelikenomore;
TheEternalSakifromthatBowlhaspour'd
Millionsof Bubbleslikeus,andwillpour.


47.

WhenYouandIbehindtheVeilarepast,
Oh,butthelong,longwhiletheWorldshalllast,
Whichof ourComingandDepartureheeds
AstheSea'sself shouldheedapebble-cast.





48.

AMoment'sHalt--amomentarytaste
Of BEINGfromtheWellamidtheWaste--
AndLo!--thephantomCaravanhasreach'd
TheNOTHINGitsetoutfrom--Oh,makehaste!


49.

Wouldyouthatspangleof Existencespend
AboutTHESECRET--quickaboutit,Friend!
AHairperhapsdividestheFalsefromTrue--
Anduponwhat,prithee,maylifedepend?


50.

AHairperhapsdividestheFalseandTrue;
Yes;andasingleAlif weretheclue--
Couldyoubutfindit--totheTreasure-house,
AndperadventuretoTHEMASTERtoo;


51.

WhosesecretPresencethroughCreation'sveins
RunningQuicksilver-likeeludesyourpains;
TakingallshapesfromMahtoMahiand
Theychangeandperishall--butHeremains;


52.

Amomentguessed--thenbackbehindtheFold
Immerstof DarknessroundtheDramaroll'd
Which,forthePastimeof Eternity,
HedothHimself contrive,enact,behold.


53.

Butif invain,downonthestubbornfloor
Of Earth,anduptoHeav'n'sunopeningDoor,
YougazeTO-DAY,whileYouareYou--howthen
TO-MORROW,whenYoushallbeYounomore?





54.

WastenotyourHour,norinthevainpursuit
Of ThisandThatendeavoranddispute;
BetterbejocundwiththefruitfulGrape
Thansaddenafternone,orbitter,Fruit.


55.

Youknow,myFriends,withwhatabraveCarouse
ImadeaSecondMarriageinmyhouse;
DivorcedoldbarrenReasonfrommyBed,
AndtooktheDaughterof theVinetoSpouse.


56.

For"Is"and"Is-not"thoughwithRuleandLine
And"UP-AND-DOWN"byLogicIdefine,
Of allthatoneshouldcaretofathom,I
wasneverdeepinanythingbut--Wine.


57.

Ah,bymyComputations,Peoplesay,
ReducetheYeartobetterreckoning?--Nay,
'TwasonlystrikingfromtheCalendar
UnbornTo-morrowanddeadYesterday.


58.

Andlately,bytheTavernDooragape,
CameshiningthroughtheDuskanAngelShape
BearingaVesselonhisShoulder;and
Hebidmetasteof it;and'twas--theGrape!


59.

TheGrapethatcanwithLogicabsolute
TheTwo-and-SeventyjarringSectsconfute:
ThesovereignAlchemistthatinatrice
Life'sleadenmetalintoGoldtransmute;





60.

ThemightyMahmud,Allah-breathingLord,
ThatallthemisbelievingandblackHorde
Of FearsandSorrowsthatinfesttheSoul
ScattersbeforehimwithhiswhirlwindSword.


61.

Why,bethisJuicethegrowthof God,whodare
BlasphemethetwistedtendrilasaSnare?
ABlessing,weshoulduseit,shouldwenot?
Andif aCurse--why,then,Whosetitthere?


62.

ImustabjuretheBalmof Life,Imust,
ScaredbysomeAfter-reckoningta'enontrust,
OrluredwithHopeof someDivinerDrink,
TofilltheCup--whencrumbledintoDust!


63.

Of threatsof HellandHopesof Paradise!
Onethingatleastiscertain--ThisLifeflies;
OnethingiscertainandtherestisLies;
TheFlowerthatoncehasblownforeverdies.


64.

Strange,isitnot?thatof themyriadswho
Beforeuspass'dthedoorof Darknessthrough,
Notonereturnstotellusof theRoad,
Whichtodiscoverwemusttraveltoo.


65.

TheRevelationsof DevoutandLearn'd
Whorosebeforeus,andasProphetsburn'd,
AreallbutStories,which,awokefromSleep
Theytoldtheircomrades,andtoSleepreturn'd.





66.

IsentmySoulthroughtheInvisible,
Someletterof thatAfter-lifetospell:
AndbyandbymySoulreturn'dtome,
Andanswer'd"IMyself amHeav'nandHell:"


67.

Heav'nbuttheVisionof fulfill'dDesire,
AndHelltheShadowfromaSoulonfire,
CastontheDarknessintowhichOurselves,
Solateemergedfrom,shallsosoonexpire.


68.

Wearenootherthanamovingrow
Of MagicShadow-shapesthatcomeandgo
RoundwiththeSun-illuminedLanternheld
InMidnightbytheMasterof theShow;


69.

ButhelplessPiecesof theGameHeplays
UponthisChequer-boardof NightsandDays;
Hitherandthithermoves,andchecks,andslays,
AndonebyonebackintheClosetlays.


70.

TheBallnoquestionmakesof AyesandNoes,
ButHereorThereasstrikesthePlayergoes;
AndHethattoss'dyoudownintotheField,
Heknowsaboutitall--HEknows--HEknows!


71.

TheMovingFingerwrites;and,havingwrit,
Moveson:norallyourPietynorWit
Shalllureitbacktocancelhalf aLine,
NorallyourTearswashoutaWordof it.





72.

AndthatinvertedBowltheycalltheSky,
Whereundercrawlingcoop'dweliveanddie,
LiftnotyourhandstoItforhelp--forIt
AsimpotentlymovesasyouorI.


73.

WithEarth'sfirstClayTheydidtheLastManknead,
Andthereof theLastHarvestsow'dtheSeed:
AndthefirstMorningof Creationwrote
WhattheLastDawnof Reckoningshallread.


74.

YESTERDAYThisDay'sMadnessdidprepare;
TO-MORROW'sSilence,Triumph,orDespair:
Drink!foryounotknowwhenceyoucame,norwhy:
Drink!foryouknownotwhyyougo,norwhere.


75.

Itellyouthis--When,startedfromtheGoal,
Overtheflamingshouldersof theFoal
Of Heav'nParwinandMushtaritheyflung,
InmypredestinedPlotof DustandSoul.


76.

TheVinehadstruckafiber:whichabout
ItclingsmyBeing--lettheDervishflout;
Of myBasemetalmaybefiledaKey
ThatshallunlocktheDoorhehowlswithout.


77.

AndthisIknow:whethertheoneTrueLight
KindletoLove,orWrathconsumemequite,
OneFlashof ItwithintheTaverncaught
BetterthanintheTemplelostoutright.





78.

What!outof senselessNothingtoprovoke
AconsciousSomethingtoresenttheyoke
Of unpermittedPleasure,underpain
Of EverlastingPenalties,if broke!


79.

What!fromhishelplessCreatureberepaid
PureGoldforwhathelenthimdross-allay'd--
SueforaDebtheneverdidcontract,
Andcannotanswer--Ohthesorrytrade!


80.

OhThou,whodidstwithpitfallandwithgin
BesettheRoadIwastowanderin,
ThouwiltnotwithPredestinedEvilround
Enmesh,andthenimputemyFalltoSin!


81.

OhThou,whoManof baserEarthdidstmake,
Andev'nwithParadisedevisetheSnake:
ForalltheSinwherewiththeFaceof Man
Isblacken'd--Man'sforgivenessgive--andtake!


*****


82.

Asundercoverof departingDay
Slunkhunger-strickenRamazanaway,
OncemorewithinthePotter'shousealone
Istood,surroundedbytheShapesof Clay.


83.

Shapesof allSortsandSizes,greatandsmall,



Thatstoodalongthefloorandbythewall;
AndsomeloquaciousVesselswere;andsome
Listen'dperhaps,butnevertalk'datall.


84.

Saidoneamongthem--"Surelynotinvain
Mysubstanceof thecommonEarthwasta'en
AndtothisFiguremolded,tobebroke,
OrtrampledbacktoshapelessEarthagain."


85.

ThensaidaSecond--"Ne'erapeevishBoy
WouldbreaktheBowlfromwhichhedrankinjoy;
AndHethatwithhishandtheVesselmade
WillsurelynotinafterWrathdestroy."


86.

Afteramomentarysilencespake
SomeVesselof amoreungainlyMake;
"Theysneeratmeforleaningallawry:
What!didtheHandthenof thePottershake?"


87.

Whereatsomeoneof theloquaciousLot--
IthinkaSufipipkin--waxinghot--
"Allthisof PotandPotter--Tellmethen,
WhoisthePotter,pray,andwhothePot?"


88.

"Why,"saidanother,"Sometherearewhotell
Of onewhothreatenshewilltosstoHell
ThelucklessPotshemarr'dinmaking--Pish!
He'saGoodFellow,and'twillallbewell."


89.

"Well,"murmuredone,"Letwhosomakeorbuy,



MyClaywithlongOblivionisgonedry:
ButfillmewiththeoldfamiliarJuice,
MethinksImightrecoverbyandby."


90.

SowhiletheVesselsonebyonewerespeaking,
ThelittleMoonlook'dinthatallwereseeking:
Andthentheyjogg'deachother,"Brother!Brother!
NowforthePorter'sshoulders'knota-creaking!"


*****


91.

Ah,withtheGrapemyfadinglifeprovide,
AndwashtheBodywhencetheLifehasdied,
Andlayme,shroudedinthelivingLeaf,
BysomenotunfrequentedGarden-side.


92.

Thatev'nburiedAshessuchasnare
Of VintageshallflingupintotheAir
AsnotaTrue-believerpassingby
Butshallbeovertakenunaware.


93.

IndeedtheIdolsIhavelovedsolong
HavedonemycreditinthisWorldmuchwrong:
Havedrown'dmyGloryinashallowCup,
AndsoldmyreputationforaSong.


94.

Indeed,indeed,Repentanceoftbefore
Iswore--butwasIsoberwhenIswore?
AndthenandthencameSpring,andRose-in-hand
Mythread-barePenitenceapiecestore.





95.

AndmuchasWinehasplay'dtheInfidel,
Androbb'dmeof myRobeof Honor--Well,
IwonderoftenwhattheVintnersbuy
Onehalf sopreciousasthestuff theysell.


96.

YetAh,thatSpringshouldvanishwiththeRose!
ThatYouth'ssweet-scentedmanuscriptshouldclose!
TheNightingalethatinthebranchessang,
Ahwhence,andwhitherflownagain,whoknows!


97.

WouldbuttheDesertof theFountainyield
Oneglimpse--if dimly,yetindeed,reveal'd,
TowhichthefaintingTravelermightspring,
Asspringsthetrampledherbageof thefield!


98.

WouldbutsomewingedAngeleretoolate
ArresttheyetunfoldedRollof Fate,
AndmakethesternRecorderotherwise
Enregister,orquiteobliterate!


99.

AhLove!couldyouandIwithHimconspire
TograspthissorrySchemeof Thingsentire,
Wouldnotweshatterittobits--andthen
Re-molditnearertotheHeart'sDesire!


100.

YonrisingMoonthatlooksforusagain--
Howofthereafterwillshewaxandwane;
Howofthereafterrisinglookforus
ThroughthissameGarden--andforoneinvain!





101.

Andwhenlikeher,ohSaki,youshallpass
AmongtheGuestsStar-scatter'dontheGrass,
Andinyourjoyouserrandreachthespot
WhereImadeOne--turndownanemptyGlass!


TAMAM.





